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BREAD OF LIFE FOOD PANTRY
coalition member spotlight

In September of 2015, Judy Becker had a mission trip with the Schenectady Community 
Ministries (SiCM). She was so impressed with the ways in which they served their community 
that she returned to her church and pitched the idea of creating a food pantry there. Judy 
had noticed that one of the school districts in their area in Rottedam had a high number of 
students in the backpack program. So in the beginning, Messiah Lutheran Church was only 
serving city schools. When the idea to increase their service area was introduced, Bread of 
Life Food Pantry was born. 

There are six volunteers, plus Judy, that help with the pantry’s daily operations. Two of those 
are her granddaughters, who have been working in the pantry since they were five and six 
years old.

Most recently, Bread of Life was awarded a grant from the prestigious Schenectady 
Foundation. This has allowed them to expand their once 100 sq. ft. pantry to a welcomed 
1,000 sq. ft. Although it was a big move, the new location is located only a few blocks down 
the road. Judy recalls this being one of their greatest accomplishments so far.

bread of life food pantry
705 Curry Rd. 

Schenectady, NY 12306
(518) 355-2311

messiahschenectady.org

“in the early days of the pandemic, when seniors across new york state were encouraged to 
stay home, the young people of messiah stepped up to make sure our neighbors in need would 
continue having food on their tables. after the initial shock and confusion of the pandemic 
faded, our elders returned and soon expanded our bread of life food pantry into unused 
sunday school classrooms to meet increased need. our food pantry volunteers continued to 
show up in a new way, week after week, worshipping in a manner that fed their neighbors in 
body, mind, and soul. the pantry became a primary place to connect, serve, find support, and 
support others in turn.” 
-rev. dustin wright 

how you can help

Bread of Life is always in need of canned meats, soups, sliced bread, and peanut butter. 
Laundry detergent and pet food have also been requested more often recently.

Pastor Dustin Wright, Jill Becker, Karen Keenan, Judy Becker, Betsy Ryan (left to right) Bread of Life Food Pantry’s new location

Usually open by appointment only, they also have two days open 
to the public each month. One Monday evening every month from 
4:00pm-8:00pm, and one Saturday a month from 9:00am-1:00pm. 
However, if someone needs food assistance, they are never 
turned away. 
The pantry was previously located inside Messiah Lutheran 
Church. It has now moved to Trinity Reform Church in 
Schenectady.
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And a special thank you to coach Will Brown and the Albany Patroons basketball team for 
helping unload, sort, and weigh donations during drop off day. They even held a benefit 
basketball game where they collected a toal of three donation bins worth of shelf stable food, 
totaling 239 pounds!

thank you to our 2022 hunger hero teams:

ACEC New York
Bergmann/CED

C2 Design Group

The Essex Street Warriors
Girls Can Do!

JMT of New York

McLaren Engineering Group
Ryan Biggs Clark Davis

Simplify Medicare

2022 hunger hero totals:
7,107

lbs. of food

919
lbs. of non-food items

$10,146
dollars raised

HUNGER HEROES + THE ALBANY PATROONS
volunteer spotlight

our sincerest gratitude to each of the 2022 hunger heroes teams for all their hard work and 
participation this year, as well as the albany patroons basketball team for lending a hand 
during drop off day. 
The Hunger Heroes Food and Fund Drive is an annual competition that runs in conjuntion 
with Captial Region CANstruction. The Hunger Heroes program invites teams of all shapes 
and sizes to collect food and funds to benefit The Food Pantries for the Capital District and 
is the official kickoff to Capital Region CANstruction, which will take place in the fall. This 
provides everyone with an opportunity to be a part of the significant impact of the regional 
event, and all food and funds collected contribute to the CANstruction totals later in the year.
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FOOD AS MEDICINE

there are strong correlations between food insecurity and chronic health conditions. these 
include, type 2 diabetes, high blood pressure, heart disease, obesity, kidney disease, eye disease, 
and nerve damage. 

Nutritious food is a major part of health care, and through The Food Pantries’ Food as 
Medicine program led by Special Initiatives Manager, Alex Alam El Din-Meeks, we’re able 
to empower people facing food insecurity to take charge of their own health. The Food as 
Medicine interventions advance health equity by transforming the healthcare system’s role 
to increase access to, and the utilization of, the best available and affordable food in order to 
improve the overall health of communities. Through this program, dietary health is improved 
with the increased consumption of fruits, vegetables, and whole grains, while the intake of 
sodium and sugar is reduced. 

By working collaboratively, residents, health care institutions, county and community based 
organizations, and the private sector can build strong roots for food secure communities 
moving forward through increased access to healthy food and fresh produce. The program 
includes nutrient dense foods, perfectly portioned and balanced meals, nutrition education, 
integration with medical practices that address the structural determinants of poor health, 
and strong community engagement. 

Here’s how it works: individuals and families come to us with a referral from their doctor, 
similar to a prescription, and we connect them to medically tailored food packages that fit 
their health care needs. 

in 2021, 305 households and a total of 5,817 packages were provided to our community. 

This would not be possible without the generosity of Barry Alan Gold Memorial Fund, CDPHP, The 
Community Foundation for the Greater Capital Region, Hannaford Supermarkets, Healthy Alliance, 
The Hortense and Louis Rubin Community Fund, The Mother Cabrini Health Foundation, United 
Way for the Greater Capital Region, and many individual donors. 

program feature
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alex alam el din-meeks | special initiatives manager

“i really do think that food is a basic human right, and that everyone should have good, 
nutritious food.”

-alex alam el din-meeks

Originally from Putnum County, New York, Alex grew up in the restaurant business 
surrounded by food from a very young age. She spent a lot of time in the kitchen with her 
dad, and ever since then, she’s had a positive association with food bringing people together. 

Even so, Alex didn’t develop a love for cooking and nutrition until college, where she studied 
dietetics and food science. Through three different internships during college, she developed 
a sensory analysis program for Shelburne Farm Creamery, worked on a goat farm run by 
refugees, and worked on a plate-waste study when the new school meal guidance came out 
for elementary schools. It was then where her love for community and nutrition developed. 
She decided to continue her education and received a master’s in public health, with the 
idea of continuing to serve her community. She began focusing more on food security, food 
access, and farming structures. 

While working at Cornell Cooperative Extension of Albany County (CCE SNAP ED Program), 
she was introduced to The Food Pantries for the Capital District through her participation in 
the coalition member meetings on nutrition education. Once the Food as Medicine program 
launched, she applied for the Special Initiatives Manager position and was welcomed to the 
team. Her primary focus is the Food as Medicine program, although she’s also involved in 
the Healthy Pantry Initiative as well as the Healthy Corner. The Healthy Pantry Initiative helps 
establish what a healthy pantry means, sets goals to accomplish that meaning, and lends 
support along the way. 

“it’s really a way for us to get an idea of what our member pantries are doing to be healthy, 
help set a standard of what it means to be healthy, and help them get there.”

Healthy Corner is a monthly presentation to the coalition on different topics regarding health. 
Alex now has ten years of experience in food security.

In her free time, she enjoys all things outdoors; snowboarding, hiking, backpacking, and 
camping, just to name a few!

MEET THE TEAM
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THANK YOU TO THOSE WHO MADE A GIFT TO THE FOOD 
PANTRIES IN HONOR OR IN MEMORY OF A LOVED ONE

february 19, 2022 - april 11, 2022

coffee + communitea
Tuesday, May 31st 
7:30am-9:00am
The Century House
997 Louden Rd. 
Latham, NY 12110
All volunteers of The Food Pantries for 
the Capital District are welcome to attend 
with RSVP.
Please RSVP to Angie Weber at                 
aweber@thefoodpantries.org.

gifts made in honor of… 

Father Ed Golding
Tracey Slupski

Jan Silverman Pollow 
Debra Soley

Shaun 
The Leibo Brothers Family 

Lee Sweeney
Christopher & Diana Rulon 

gifts made in memory of… 

Jon Goodman
Danielle Eddy

Barbara A. Mitchell

Rita Rule
Tracey Slupski

Pauline B. Walton 
Valerie Walton

THE FOOD PANTRIES ARE IN THE NEWS
the bow knows who is changing the world podcast 
”Feeding the Hungry: Who is Helping?”
Watch the interview here.

DID YOU KNOW?
Nearly the entire operating budget of The Food Pantries for the Capital District is paid for by 
contributions from our generous donors. We love our volunteers. In many areas, they give 
so much of their time and energy. And we love our donors too! Without your generosity The 
Food Pantries simply couldn’t exist.
Help a neighbor: 

• Make a one-time gift online at thefoodpantries.org  
• Mail your check to:  The Food Pantries, 32 Essex Street, Albany, NY 12206 
• Call us at (518) 458-1167 

You can often double or triple your gift if your employer has a Matching Gift program. 
We can help you find out if they do!  
If you would like to speak to our staff about a multi-year gift intention, please contact 
Peter Koniuto at (518) 458-1167 ext 103, or peterk@thefoodpantries.org. 
Have you considered including The Food Pantries in your estate plans? We’d love to hear 
about it! There are many ways of making a Legacy Gift to support this important work. 
Contact Peter Koniuto to learn more.

UPCOMING EVENTS
new york state food as 
medicine planning kickoff - 
virtual event 
Thursday, June 30th 
1:30pm-3:00pm
Everyone is welcome to attend with 
registration. Register for the event here.
For questions, contact Alex Alam El Din-
Meeks at alex@thefoodpantries.org.

potluck picnic
Wednesday, June 29th 
12:00pm-2:00pm
Henry Hudson Park
169 Lyons Rd. 
Selkirk, NY 12158
This event is for coalition members only.
Please RSVP to Libby Miller at                 
libby@thefoodpantries.org.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pkwv8gTA5A8&list=PL5qlkM4gt5nXlcE4ztLwUa2Zw6kDKorFn&index=3
http://thefoodpantries.app.neoncrm.com/np/clients/thefoodpantries/donation.jsp?campaign=119&&test=true
https://abhealth.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJEvcu2hrj0sHNRGoljIKY3bVBZY-XR9Vhco?fbclid=IwAR36RSy3a3drNbks0N-N7wPrwjEF3s5rDnKmevqGiQb1Go9a8htE9bJsROY

